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Editorial Statement 
We are pleased to present Volume 
2 Issue 1, The School of Humani-
ties Newsletter for the 
2011-2012 academic year. This 
newsletter is dedicated to publish-
ing articles that inform and 
enlighten the Virginia Union Uni-
versity family and communities at 
large. The newsletter 
provides a podium for faculty, 
staff, and students. It is a vehicle 
to support The School of Humani-
ties growth and investigation. We 
aim to acclimate faculty  to aca-
demic discourse and encourage 
exploring all aspects of profes-
sional development. We also in-
tend to foster collegiality and 
goodwill. The newsletter will be 
published twice per academic  
year. Articles submitted by 
The School of Humanities faculty 
and staff  will be given priority for 
publication; however, all  
VUU’s faculty , staff , and stu-
dents are invited to submit work. 
Submission deadlines 
are on the 30th of August,  
December, and March. All 
submissions should be sent to 
Dr. Monique L. Akassi , Chief 
Editor at MLAkassi@vuu.edu 
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VUU students watching a performance at Stomp The Yard, hosted by  
The School of Humanities and Social Sciences in cooperation with the NPHC, Inc. of VUU 

 
 
On November 19,  2010 at 1:00 p.m at Virginia Union University Dr. Linda Schlichting, 
Dean of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, unveiled two major successful 
events,  The Gathering and Stomp The Yard. Students represented their rich legacy of the 
arts at both events, which took place at 6:00 p.m. in Henderson 10-12. Dean Schlichting 
left a permanent imprint of pride into the minds of students, faulty, and staff  at The Gath-
ering and Stomp The Yard. The Gathering provided an opportunity for students and faculty 
to get to know one another  in the School of Humanities and  to learn more about the de-
partments in the school.  Moreover, this was  also an occasion for students who have not 
yet selected a major to find out about  majors and minors offered in The School of Humani-
ties.  The Gathering was a memorable event, and more students declared majors in the 
School as a result. Virginia Union  
University’s  School of Humanities and Social Sciences will be looking forward to provid-
ing more events in the future to reach out and give back to the great students at Virginia 
Union University.  
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On Friday, September 16, 2011, Dr. Daniel Black , author of They Tell Me Of A Home, the required 
reading by all students at Virginia Union University who registered for courses from the Literature 
and Languages Department this Autumn 2011—unveiled an up close and personal side of him in an 
exclusive interview.  

 
School of Humanities: How long have you been a writer and when did you know that you truly had a gift in 
writing?  
 
Black: I’ve been a writer all my life, it seems. Formally, I started writing short stories in high school. I’d read 
them to others, and sometimes people appeared moved; other times they laughed at me. But I pressed on. I 
read James Baldwin’s If Beale Street Could Talk, and felt convinced I was somehow supposed to be in con-
versation with him. So I decided to begin my study of the writing craft. I’m not sure I had a gift, but I certainly 
had a desire, and I was willing to work hard to bring it to fruition. 
 
School of Humanities: Many great writers, such as Toni Morrison, Maya Angelou, Sapphire, etc., admit that 
they have a special pace where they write some of their greatest masterpieces in writing. Where do you go to 
produce your writings?  
 
Black: I love to write in the park. I also love to write as someone else drives me down the freeway! 

  
School of Humanities: What inspired you to write They Tell Me of A Home?  
 
Black: This novel is probably the most autobiographical of all my work thus far. I wrote it to clear my head 
and heart of family issues and to press myself to see the beauty of who I am and where I came from. I also 
wanted to demonstrate the difficulty of coming “home” when home is a place of hurt.  
 
School of Humanities: Can you please share any challenges that you experienced while writing such a bril-
liant yet controversial piece, unveiling poignant issues that many African American families have experienced 
also but continue to conceal?  
 
Black: The only real challenge was deciding just how honest and truthful I would dare be! Once I began the 
novel, I quickly realized that if I were not honest, the novel wouldn’t happen. Healing and cleansing only 
occur in the midst of truth, so I had no choice. And some truth is painful, especially for those whose job is to 
be the mouthpiece for the community. The other challenge of sorts was capturing the language and rhythm of 
the storytellers at the meeting tree. Transferring the oral to the written a difficulty indeed. 
 
School of Humanities: Your writing style and rhetorical strategies used in They Tell Me of A Home have 
received much praise and admiration and compared to some of the giants in the field. Who has had an influ-
ence on your writing?  
 
Black:  I suppose everyone I’ve read has influenced my writing, but the most obvious are Paul Laurence 
Dunbar, Baldwin, Wright, Hurston, Morrison, Joyce Carol Oates, Roth, and Dandicat. 
 
School of Humanities: As an African American male who is highly educated and talented, can you provide a 
personal testimony for students today who are faced with many obstacles in life today yet trying to advance in 
life through the power of education?  
 
Black: The best thing I EVER did was to learn the grammar and mechanics of the English language. These 
tools have allowed me to write with clarity and sophistication. The error most young people make is to ignore 
these rules, but then find themselves deficient when they attempt to write beautiful, masterful prose. It simply 
doesn’t work that way.  
 
School of Humanities: What advice and recommendations would you suggest for educators regarding effec-
tive methods of instruction to teach They Tell Me of A Home to students. 
 
Black: The most important thing about this novel is that it rises from ORAL culture. In other words, an effec-
tive teaching pedagogy for this work is to read it ALOUD. The nuances of gestures, voice inflection, and word 
mastery must be heard—not simply read about.  
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“The best thing I 
EVER did was to 
learn the 
grammar and 
mechanics of the 
English 
language. These 
tools have 
allowed me to 
write with clarity 
and 
sophistication. 
The error most 
young people 
make is to ignore 
these rules.”—
Dr. Daniel Black�
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On Monday, September 26, 2011 
at 9:00 a.m. Professor Michelle 
Alexander, civil rights advocate, 
litigator, professor at Ohio State 
University, and author of  the 
award winning book, The New 
Jim Crow,  gave a lecture on the 
subject of her book.  Coburn Hall 
was crowded with a sea of fac-
ulty, staff, students, and the com-
munity at large who all experi-
enced an awakening to what 
Professor Alexander refers to as 
“a redesigned version of racial 
casting.”  

During her lecture on The New 
Jim Crow, she argued that a large 
number of African American men 
are incarcerated , paralleling their 
ancestors who  were also op-
pressed through the legal system.  
As a matter of fact, there are more 
African American men locked up 
in prisons today compared to 
percentage of o African Ameri-
cans enslaved during the slave 
era. Indeed, she  moreover con-
tends that racism is still alive 
today; it has merely been re-
vamped  for the 21st century. 
During the Regan administration, 
former President Regan launched 
the “War On Drugs” movement 
as many Americans joined the 
bandwagon to end the drug epi-
demic that swamped through 
many Black communities.  As a 
result, the African American man 
became targeted in  his own com-
munity where drugs were being 
planted to wipe out a whole race 
through drug abuse— which has 
led to an alarming rate of Black 
men imprisoned with harsh sen-
tences superseding many violent 

offender crimes.  However, stud-
ies show that Black men are not 
the majority who are using and 
abusing drugs—many Whites 
who use and sell drugs outnumber 
the percentage of Blacks who 
engage in such activities; how-
ever, their are more Black men in 
prison than any other race with 
the majority serving time for drug 
offenses. Indeed, the Black man is 
targeted, leading to a high number 
of recidivism with crime, unable 
to take care of their families, and 
forced to abandon all hope and 
dreams.  

Although it is illegal to discrimi-
nate. However, it is legal to dis-
criminate against criminals. To-
day in prisons there are striking 
reflections of the old Jim Crow 
laws and Slave laws alive and 
present towards Black men.  Ex 
felons and those incarcerated are 
discriminated against for jobs, 
housing, education, benefits, and 
denied the right to vote 
(Alexander i).  

Furthermore, Alexander  dis-
cussed  the recent execution of  
Mr. Troy Anthony Davis, a young 
Black male who was sentenced to 
die on Wednesday, September 21, 
2011 for supposedly killing a 
white police officer , Mr. Mark 
MacPhail, in  1989 in Savannah, 
Georgia. Despite the lack of evi-
dence in the controversial case, 
Mr. Davis was executed  on Sep-
tember 21, 2011. Professor Alex-
ander argues that the case of 
“State of Georgia v. Troy An-
thony Davis”  is also a prime 
example of  injustice towards 

Black men in the legal system. 
Poignant cases such as the Troy 
Davis case is a reminder to soci-
ety that “no task is more urgent 
for racial justice advocates today 
than ensuring that America’s 
current racial caste system is its 
last” (Alexander 19).  

During the last ten  minutes of the 
lecture, Dr. Evans, Vice President  
of Academic Affairs, permitted 
time for students, faculty, staff, 
administrators, and the commu-
nity at large, to ask Professor 
Alexander questions regarding 
her  lecture.  Several students, 
community activist, and faculty 
were compelled to ask ques-
tions—including what can VUU’s 
faculty, staff, students, and the 
community do to help with the 
movement towards ending social 
injustice towards African Ameri-
cans in prisons today? Professor 
Alexander stated that it is critical 
for everyone to stop separating 
themselves from prison inmates 
due to their prison records. In-
stead,  it will take many to work 
together—raising concerns about 
the current matter and fighting for 
justice  for incarcerated Blacks. 
The fight for justice should in-
volve activists in churches, 
schools, and communities to 
demand a paradigm shift in the 
current mass incarceration hap-
pening today, and working to-
wards volunteering in prisons to 
educate inmates as a form of 
rehabilitation. As often quoted, “it 
will take a village to raise a child” 
in order to dismantle the modern 
day version of  racial casting.  

On Tuesday, October 4th, a meeting of all Humanities and Social Sciences full time faculty took 
place in the Belgian Theater at Virginia Union University.  The purpose of the meeting was  to 
give new faculty information about faculty senators’ responsibilities, and to take nominations for 
membership on the Senate for this academic year. 
  
Following the meeting Dean Schlichting  allowed a few days for nominations for those who could 
not attend, and then developed a ballot for each faculty member to vote.  Three faculty members 
were elected to serve as faculty senators to represent the School of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences. The School’s senators for this academic year are  Dr. Michelle Stacy, Dr. Peter Sutton, and 
Dr. Tim Wenzell. 

Congratulations to all of you. 
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On Friday, September 23, 2011 The School of Humanities and Social Sciences Newsletter staff had the opportunity to interview Pro-
fessor Cheryl Williams, Chair of The Fine Arts Department, regarding the highly anticipated Bachelor of Fine Arts program at Vir-
ginia Union University. The new program is expected to attract many new students as the Arts continues to represent one of the fast-
est growing areas of concentration among students at Virginia Union University’s. 
 
School of Humanities: What is your background experience that you 
bring to Virginia Union University’s new Fine Arts program? 
 
Professor Williams:  I am a member  of the Actors Equity Association, 
which  is the major Theatre Union; it is the actor union. Most mainstream 
actors are part of this organization, and it is challenging to gain member-
ship. I worked at Onley Theatre as a Production Manager, managing an 8 
million budget per year production. Then, in 2003 I went to Morgan State 
University, and I was Faculty and Administrator Staff Technician. 

 
School of Humanities: Why was it so important to revamp the Fine Arts 
Department and the need for the program?  
 
Professor Williams: As an adjunct it was very important to bring back a 
Fine Arts Department. The University wants to be known as a major Lib-
eral Arts institution exclusively and the Fine Arts Department is vital. 
 
School of Humanities: How long was VUU’s program down?  
 
Professor Williams: Around 2005 the program stopped due to budget 
constraints. 
 
School of Humanities: When did the program officially open? What has 
been the response from students so far?  
 
Professor Williams: In Fall 2011 there are more visual Arts majors than Theatre Arts program majors; however, there were Theatre majors 
before it was even approved by the board. We had Visual and Theater Arts students before it was even approved by the Board of Directors. 
Right now we have seventeen majors in all three disciplines—music, visual arts, and theatre.  However, we anticipate 45-50 majors by the 
end of the 2011-2012 academic school year. 
 
School of Humanities: How many Professors do you have so far in the three programs?  
 
Professor Williams: We have four full time faculty members and five adjunct faculty. 
 
School of Humanities: What is the program offering for students?  
 
Professor Williams: The program offers an exclusive Graphic design lab for the students. The Theatre program will offer students state of 
the art equipment for sound and lighting. Students, in all three disciplines, and pupils must participate in a professional internship off campus 
their senior year for one semester. “As part of its ongoing curriculum review, evolving program quality improvement and dynamic extension 
initiative, the Fine Arts Department will offer unique dual concentrations in the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree program. Students will be able 
to select an additional concentration as a “Craft Your Own” option, by using electives to pursue an addition to their course of study, such as 
Teacher Licensure or Film Production/Mass communications.”  
 
School of Humanities: What events will your department offer for the 2011-2012 school year for students, faculty, staff and the communi-
ties?  

Professor Williams: The most recent event was “Big Momma N’ ‘Em” by Phyllis Stickney, which was performed on  October 14-16 and 
then October 21-23, 2011 
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When the full time faculty came together to nominate colleagues for the Faculty Senate, we had a brief discussion about  
what our Senate does and how faculty can provide information to them. There seemed to be interest in having more frequent 
meetings of faculty to discuss concerns , provide feedback to our Senators, and even to brag a little. The first meeting was 
Tuesday, November 8, 2011 at noon in the Wall Auditorium.  
 
The meeting was “optional” and eight faculty members attended.  While faculty have many issues, such as problems with the 
heating and cooling system, they chose to use the time productively by proposing ideas for improvement. The overall theme 
was improving the academic atmosphere on campus.  Many ideas were offered.  Among them were:  faculty presentations of 
their research; a lecture series;  having more cultural events; and creating a list of speakers/experts in specific areas that can 
be available to the larger community. Dr. Fensch offered to do the first presentation /discussion as a brown, bag lunch— and 
he will focus on his book, The Man Who Changed His Skin: The Life and Work of John Howard Griffith.  
 
We will continue to have monthly faculty meetings for those who want to share and promote new and exciting ideas, as well 
as address concerns.  The next meeting will be Tuesday, December 13, 2011 at Noon in Wall Auditorium.  

Monthly Meeting of Humanities and Social Sciences Faculty 
By Dr. Linda Schlichting  
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Virginian Union University’s President, Dr. Perkins,  Dr. Joseph F. Johnson, Senior vice President, and Dr. Evans, the 
Vice President of Academic Affairs, provided a warm welcome to the new faculty and staff this year. On Wednesday, 
September 7, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. in the Wilder Library Lecture room, Dr. W. Franklin Evans presented the Academic 
Affairs’ New Faculty and Staff Orientation  and on  Tuesday, November 8, 2011 at noon the new faculty and staff 
joined the President and Vice President for a formal lunch  in the President’s dining room,  to discuss how everyone’s 
first semester or year has progressed.   
 
The new faculty and staff from the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, which include Dr. Monique Akassi, 
Mr. Orlando Beale Sr., Dr. Teddy Ritter, and Dr. Tim Wenzell,  were embraced at both events and received a 
kindhearted welcome.  At both events the faculty and staff expressed their complete satisfaction so far at Virginia Un-
ion University and their dedication to helping the students to grow and develop into well equipped scholars.  The 
President and Vice President reassured everyone that they are completely supportive of helping all members to accom-
plish their goals at Virginia Union University.  Moreover, the faculty were encouraged to continue researching  and 
providing  the students with the finest education.   
 
The university is honored to have a continuous growing body of members working towards the same goal for students 
in the words of President Claude G. Perkins—”the promise of a limitless future.”  

� �� ���� (��� �� ��(� �( 
��� ��� ��	� �� �����( �!+,�-�� � �. �
�	� �� �� �

On Sunday, September 18, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. Virginia Union University administrators and students attended the 
presentation of  “105 Voices of History” at the John F. Kennedy Center in Washington DC . 
 
Renata “Toni” Roy, the founder of Partners Achieving Success, manages 105 Voices of History.  Their mission is to 
promote diverse audiences, and to connect students across industries.   
 
Dr. Evans, Vice President of Academic Affairs, Dr. Schlichting, Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences, Professor 
Cheryl Williams, Department Chair for Fine Arts; and Dr. Willis Barnett, Director of Music joined a group of  VUU 
choir members to hear the concert performed by students from HBCU’s nationwide.  Virginia Union students were 
highly impressed and inspired by the performance.   
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Virginia Union University's faculty from the School of Humanities and Social Sciences  are continuing the legacy of producing high brow 
scholarship in their areas of interest in the 2011-2012 academic school year.   

Recently, Rev. Dr. Gregory M. Howard, a part time Professor in the Department of Religious Studies at Virginia Union University 
launched his ground breaking work,  Black Sacred Rhetoric. I had the privilege of  interviewing  Dr. Howard regarding his new book and its 
connection to  effective teaching styles at Virginia Union University across the curriculum.  When presented with the Humanities and Social 
Sciences Questionnaire, the author had much to say. Here are some snippets of his  recently published book.  

Humanities & Social Sciences:  Your title is very interesting, Black Sacred Rhetoric, which is also a coined theory by you. Can you explain 
what is Black Sacred Rhetoric? And can you provide a summary of your highly acclaimed book?  

Dr. Howard: It is the theology and testimony of religious folk talk that is not exclusively African American but certainly common to African 
American believers. The book takes into account the origin and theological meaning of fifty-five of the non-biblical holy sayings (axiom, idi-
oms, and colloquialisms) that are uttered both in the kitchen and in the amen corner as testimonial language of our faith journey. These say-
ings are embedded with hope and soul stirring to the ears of our heart. Such utterances as “Lord will make a way somehow;” “There is a 
Brightside somewhere;” “If you take one step, God will take two;” “Everything that looks good to you isn’t necessarily good for you;” 
“Ain’t He alright;” and “He may not come when you want Him, but He’s always right on time,” are provided commentary.  

Humanities & Social Sciences:  What inspired you to write such a ground breaking work?  

Dr. Howard: I had an unrelenting desire to distinguish what is biblical and non-biblical as well as provide exposition for those who have a 
tendency to misuse (bastardize or prostitute) this rich and ancestral religious vernacular for the primary purpose of just tickling the ears of 
those who are moved by its hearing, or in some instances, use them only as filters for a poorly prepared sermon. I also wanted to capture the 
voices of old and what I felt would be lost if we were not to compose them in such a composition, just as many spirituals were lost during the 
forging generations of yesteryear who were not made familiar with them. Subsequently, their oral transmission and penmanship never 
crossed paths.   

Humanities & Social Sciences:  Although you mention in your book that you have nothing against preachers today that implement more 
popular culture, including interlacing their sermons with Hip hop lyrics, etc., sometimes, can you explain how this new, popular style of 
preaching can be problematic?  

Dr. Howard: Absolutely!  As a 40 year old man, I need the “so what?” questions of life to be answered as well , and I crave for a word that 
is relevant to my condition of existence; however, as minister of the Word, or preacher, I must be intentional in delivering God’s Word in a 
way that there is balance of illustration so that all persons can leave with practical implications that fit their realities. To that end, I employ 
both contemporary and old-school vernacular if necessary, in order to reach the masses. For me, speaking in tongue is being able to commu-
nicate the Gospel message in the native tongue of various subgroups—from the Hip Hop to the Pop and Bee-Bop parishioner.  

Humanities & Social Sciences:  How can educators in higher education benefit by using your text across the curriculum in courses, such a s 
literature, rhetoric, theology, etc.,?  

Dr. Howard: Perhaps the text will serve as one of many examples of how communal identification and the departing from a particular ex-
perience and consciousness can lead to greater pedagogical outcomes. When our point of departure is from the familiar, persons are more 
willing to follow the new.   

Humanities & Social Sciences:  What can you recommend for current students in the ministry, especially the young students, who are faced 
with cultural disconnections with various audiences as you also mentioned experiencing as a young preacher and teacher in your book.  

Dr. Howard: Listen and dare to walk or peruse through the places where others are before expecting others to follow your lead. Jesus spoke 
their language. Subsequently, they learned of him and were willing to follow him—even to the cross.   
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“Listen and dare to walk or peruse through the places where  
others are before expecting others to follow your lead” 
—Dr. Gregory Howard 
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Dr. Monique Leslie Akassi, Assistant Professor of English Composition and Rhetoric, recently received praises for her sec-
ond book publication, Post-Colonial Composition Pedagogy: Using The Cultures of Marginalized Students To Teach Writing 
(2011), published by Robbie Dean Press, a peer reviewed publisher, specializing in academic publications. The “cutting edge 
research in the anthology” according to the publishers, features 14 contributors, both nationally and internationally.  She will 
donate 10% of all earnings from her anthology to Virginia Union University’s English Department. Moreover, her first book, 
Neo Hybrid Pedagogy: An Investigation On Writing Portfolios For African American Students (2011),  published by interna-
tional publishers, Lambert Press, is the first true experimental quantitative research conducted on the usage of writing portfo-
lios for African American students. Both books can be obtained online at her website, www.monique-akassi.com.  In addi-
tion, her chapter, “Towards a Rhetoric of Enfranchising African American Students By Teaching Grammar and Language 
Varieties,” was featured this summer in the Journal of Assembly for the Teaching of English Grammar Volume 21. Issue 1, 
2011. She also presented  “Teaching Grammar to African American Students through Neo Hybrid Pedagogy” on July 
30,2011 at the ATEG conference at Prince George’s Community College in Largo, Maryland. On September 14, 2011 she 
presented" Paradigm Shifts in Composition Courses For The Marginalized: Towards A Rhetoric of Post-Colonial Composi-
tion Pedagogy" and chairing a panel at the International Conference: Africa and People of African Descent: Issues and Ac-
tions To Re-Invision The Future at Howard University in Washington DC and attending and chairing for the Conference of 
“Sociocriticism  and Consciousness” at The University of Perpignan in France October 12-14, 2011. She is currently work-
ing on a grant for the Languages and Literature Department at VUU.  
 
Dr. Beverly Aurand, Social Work, is currently working on a research project with churches in Lakeside. In addition, she is 
also continuing to work with IRB, community service projects. Moreover, Professor Aurand is working on a Book Review 
for SWK Introduction text.  
 
Professor Sukenya Best , Part-time Speech Professor in the Mass Communications Department,  traveled to Knoxville, Ten-
nessee this summer to work on a two week art project. During the two weeks, Professor Best collaborated with dancers, us-
ing an 8 x 10 ft. etching press. The University of Tennessee, Knoxville agreed to allow Professor Best to use the print shop 
(school of Art) to create eight large 5 x 8 ft. colorful prints. The results can be viewed on her website at 
www.sukenyabestartist.org. Currently she is looking for space to exhibit the work.  
 
Professor Leroy Boyd III,  Part-time Speech Professor in the Mass Communications Department, conducted film research 
in Blaxploitation and Blackface Minstrelsy this summer. He is currently a Doctorate student, studying Media, Art and Text at 
Virginia Commonwealth University. His anticipated graduation is expected in 2013-2014.  
 
Professor  Patricia Collins, Professor of Languages and Literature, volunteered at Children’s Hospital. Currently she is re-
searching Spanish literature.  
 
Dr. Eve Davis, Department Chair of Language and Literature,  presented “Theory Behind Our Tactics and Signifying in 
Hurston’s Mules and Men at the College Language Association conference in Spartanburg, South Carolina, April 6-9, 2011.  
 
Dr. Thomas Fensch, Chair of Mass Communications, recently had his book entitled, The Man Who Changed His Skin: The 
Life And Work of John Howard Griffith  published May 2011. In addition, his latest work, Behind is Lands and Streams: 
Hemingway, Cuba. The FBI and The Crook Factory, first published in 2010 in hard cover, has  recently published in an e-
book edition, June 2011. 
 
Dr. Sandra Flynn, Professor of Social Work, submitted an abstract proposal to the National Association of Black Social 
Workers (NABSW ) and is  awaiting disposition.  
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Professor Gregory Howard, Part-time Professor of Religious Studies, lectured on various religious disciplines throughout the 
country and completed a forthcoming publication for Borderstone Press, Voices Crying In The Wilderness: Contemporary The-
ologies of Preaching. 
 
Dr. Raymond Hylton, Professor and Chair of History and Political Science, completed two and a half centuries of Virginia Un-
ion University’s history. Currently working on historical DVD on Roland McDaniel, Virginia Union University’s sports star of 
the 1940s. Professor Hylton is also preparing a paper  to be presented at ASALH Conference in October 2011. Lectured to free-
dom Riders Bus Tour, a Historical Lecture and Bus Tour for Teaching American History Association (TAHA) of Richmond 
Public Schools.  
 
Professor Linda McDonald, Associate Professor of Languages and Literature, collaborated on a textbook for Writing Compo-
sition and will be listed as Editor for the text. Board member of Sci Net Associates, an organization devoted to mentoring mid-
dle school and high school African American students, with an interdisciplinary focus. They are currently seeking funding for 
Scientist and Inventor Day. Moreover, she is currently planning an honors course in Humanities 225.  
 
Dr. Michele Stacy, Assistant Professor of Criminology/Criminal Justice, spent time this summer working on a paper, examining 
inter/intra-racial robbery in US cities as well as a paper on the prosecution of sexual assault cases.  
 
Dr. Peter Sutton, Professor of Philosophy in the Department of Religious Studies and  Secretary of the Virginia Philosophical 
Association, has worked with the president and vice president to plan Virginia Union University’s annual Fall Philosophy sym-
posium.  Moreover, Dr.  Sutton wrote a paper entitled, “A Refutation of the Comparative Utility Objection To Slave Repara-
tions,” which is a forthcoming publication. Finally, Dr. Sutton has just completed a draft of a short book, Roman Imperial Coin 
Translation Guide, which is available electronically on his website at www.cointranslator.com.   
 
Professor Vernita Elliott-Walton, Assistant Professor and Chair of Social Work, completed the self study for accreditation of 
the Social Work program by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE), which was due August 1, 2011 and resumed dis-
sertation research writing. The site visit will take place in February 2012.  
 
Dr. Tim Wenzell, Associate Professor of Languages and Literature, is currently writing his second novel, including some po-
etry. He has contributed to research and reading of Eco Criticism, focusing on both Irish and American Literature.  
 
Dr.  Felecia Williams, Assistant Professor of History/ Political Science, attended a three day conference and workshop on non 
program evaluation. In addition, Dr. Williams was recently appointed to National Minority Technology Council Board. More-
over, he conducted a final edit on her  chapter entitled, “Cultural Competency For Public Administrators;” she is also co-
authoring the forthcoming book.  
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Chief Editor: Dr. Monique Leslie Akassi  
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Special Thanks 
 
To Dr. Linda Schlichting, Dean of The School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Dr. Eve L. Davis, Department Chair of Languages and Litera-
ture,  Dr. Evans, Vice President of Academic Affairs, and Dr. Perkins—
for your ongoing support of The School Humanities  and Social Sci-
ences Newsletter. 
 
 
If you are interested in submitting 
an article for possible publication in the newsletter, or if 
you would like to post an announcement, 

The School of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Mission 

 
The School of Humanities and Social Sciences 
provides students with a broad liberal arts educa-
tion, an environment for personal growth, and 
strong preparation in the chosen major. This com-
bination prepares students to pursue graduate 
studies and to become highly competitive profes-
sionals and leaders in their communities. Our 
curriculum integrates understanding and celebra-
tion of African American heritage while respond-
ing to the needs of the global 21st century.  
 
Goals 
 
The major goals of the School of Humanities and 
Social Sciences are to achieve the following:  
 
· Provide students experiences that enables 

them to face the opportunity and chalenges of 
today’s changing world.  

· Prepares students to apply critical thinking 
skills in the classroom so they will be 
prepared to think, act, and relate to others in 
the larger contexts of the community, the 
Nation, and the world.  

· Provide excellence in teaching and 
programming through a continuous 
improvement process that focuses on 
providing the best educational experiences 
for our students.  

· Help students to explore future goals and 
opportunities for employment, careers, 
continued education, and graduate school.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Departments 
 
The school of Humanities and Social Sciences 
includes the following departments:  
 
Criminology/Criminal Justice 
Fine Arts 
History/Political Science 
Languages and Literature 
Mass Communications 
Religious Studies 
Social Work 
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