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DNS News 
Virginia Union University |Department of Natural Sciences 
 

Message from the Chair 
Greetings students, faculty, staff, family and friends. We are excited 

to start a new academic year with new leadership, a revitalized 

Physics program, a new vision for our Chemistry program, and the 

continued support for our Biology program.  

 

We love to hear that story about that diamond in the rough; about 

how something came up from nothing. Here at VUU, particularly in 

the department of Natural Sciences, that is not so much the exception 

but the rule. However, we don’t look at anyone as coming from 

nothing. We take them from wherever they come, mold them into 

knowledgeable practitioners of science and inspire them to be greater 

than they ever thought they could be. That’s what we expect. It is our 

primary purpose for being here. It is greater than science. It is greater 

than the statistics. It’s about the individual. Our mission is to search 

each and every individual for the smallest acorn of hope and grow 

them into mighty oaks of change, so that they maybe agents of 

change in the world of Science, in the local community, and within 

themselves. Not that they might be arrogant or full of themselves, 

but that they might be humble and so appreciative of what was 

imparted to them that they feel compelled to give back to others who 

come after them. 

 

There is so much exciting news going on in the Department, I 

couldn’t begin to cover in this statement. So, I guess you’ll have to 

stay tuned to the DNS Newsletter. Thank you so much for your 

continued support.  

 

God Bless! 

 

Karl T. Jackson, Sr., Ph.D. 

Chair, Department of Natural Sciences 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

October  

Morehouse College Visit VUU 

DNS 10/10 

Mid-term Exams 10/15-20 

Salus University 10/17 

MCV Medical School Visit 

10/27 

ABCRMS trip 11/14-16 

CUWiP 2019   1/18-20 

 

Important Dates 

DNS Faculty Meeting  

10-23-18 
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STEM Study Groups and Tutoring 

Opportunities    

Students in Dr. Ruffin’s   Neuro-Lab launched a biology study 

group this fall 2018 semester.  Any student enrolled in a 

biology course is welcomed to participate in the study group.  

The study group meets M-F in Room 220-C of Ellison Hall.   

Students can begin to receive help with their course by 

attending tutoring provided by the University College tutors are 

located in the University College’s Learning Center which is 

located on the second floor of the  Wilder library,.  

 

Virginia Union University Physics and 

Engineering Club 

 

Virginia Union University Physics and 

Engineering Club held its first meeting 

of the fall semester on September, 28th 

2018 in Ellison Hall, Room 303 at 

12PM. Physics faculty, Dr. Francis 

Mensah, Dr. Narbe Kalantarians and Dr. 

Shaheen Islam, Department of Natural 

Science officials Dr. Karl Jackson 

(Chair) and Dr. Gerard McShepard 

(Dean) were present. Each faculty 

member and administrator gave a 

welcome and encouraging words for the 

students. VUU Physics & Engineering 

Club started its first activities in 2015.  

 

The 2018 Physics and Engineering Club committee members are as follows: President: Taylor Yeboah (first, back row from the left) Vice-President: Anthony 

Wimbish (first, back row from the right) Secretary: Christopher Thompson (Third, back row from the left) Treasurer: Taniqua Chanell Bolden (Third, first row from 

the right) Secretary of Organization: Jordan Porter (Second, first row from the right) 
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Journal Club  

The center for Undergraduate Research held 

its first Journal club meeting this semester, 

September 19, 2018.  This meeting was an 

opportunity for students and faculty to learn 

about the research activities of faculty in the 

department of Natural Sciences.  The 

audience was also were informed about the 

prospective research of Dr. Kevin Webster, 

the new chair of the department of 

Psychology.  Throughout the semester, 

students and faculty will present research 

that they are conducting or articles of their 

interest.  Journal Club meetings are held 

every Wednesday at 12pm in Ellison Hall’s Wall auditorium.  Journal Club is a great opportunity for students 

and faculty to be exposed to the vast research interest and activities going on in our department.  Faculty and 

students are encouraged to attend the meetings.   

   VUU Travels to Drexel University 

Dr. Ruffin, Michela Mondesir and Daniel Brown of 

the Ruffin Neuro-lab recently traveled to Drexel 

University in Philadelphia, PA on behalf of the 

VUU-Summer research Program.  Students were 

able to meet neurophysiologist, tour their labs and 

observe lab techniques including surgeries.  

Virginia Union obtained a few resources from 

Drexel that will allow the Neuro-lab to continue 

our research endeavors.  While there, the students 

got an up close look at a small aspect of research as 

Ph.D. candidate Austin Coley, (pictured to the far 

right), performed a perfusion on a mouse in efforts 

to extract its brain for a later experiment. This vital 

experience provided the students with a better 

understanding of graduate level research rigor and 

expectations.  In addition, a bridge program for 

undergraduates at VUU to attend Drexel as 

graduate students is said to be in the works.  
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  DNS Faculty Travel to the 2018 Center for Undergraduate Research (CUR) 

  Conference 

DNS Faculty, Drs. Van Antwerpen, Kalantarians and Cobb-Abdullah will attend the Center for Undergraduate 

Research conference being held in Columbus Ohio at Capital University. The conference focuses on transforming 

undergraduate research culture and curriculum (TURCC).   

DNS Students present at the 2018 Annual Biomedical Research Conference 

for Minority Students 

Students, Karter Couser (Cobb-Abdullah), Tashain Crews, Cheyanne Daniels, Michela Mondesir (Ruffin), Anthony 

Windbush (Kalantarians) and Kailene Richbow-Dozier (Summer Research Experience for Undergraduates) will 

present their research at the 2018 Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students in Indianapolis, 

Indiana November 14-17.   Dr Ruffin, who received a travel award for the conference, will also attend and serve as a 

judge.   

  Strengthening the Pipeline of Minorities Pursuing STEM Degrees Grant 

Dr. Jackson, DNS Chair, is spearheading a new initiative, funded through Title III, for the 2018-2019 academic year, 

entitled: Strengthening the Pipeline of Minorities Pursuing STEM Degrees. With an ultimate goal of increasing 

minority participation in the STEM work-force in mind, two core objectives have been identified: (1) To establish 

robust dual-enrollment course agreements with Richmond Public Schools and (2) To create an academic preparation 

program for young men in STEM. 

International Science News 

This year’s Nobel Prize in Chemistry is shared by three scientists, a chemical engineer Frances H. Arnold, a professor 

at the California Institute of Technology,  George P. Smith,  Professor Emeritus of University of Missouri and George 

P. Winter of M.R.C. Laboratory of Molecular Biology in England.  These scientists are said to have “tapped into 

evolutionary biology to design molecules with a range of practical uses”, for example drugs and plant derived fuels.  

Donna Strickland, of Canada has become the third woman, in the awards history, to receive the Nobel Prize in Physics.  

Please see the links below to read more about these fantastic achievements in Natural Science.  

   https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/03/science/chemistry-nobel-    prize.html 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/10/02/opinions/nobel-physics-woman-strickland-don-lincoln/index.html 

 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/03/science/chemistry-nobel-%20%20%20%20prize.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/10/02/opinions/nobel-physics-woman-strickland-don-lincoln/index.html
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Important Opportunities for Students 

School Visitations 

Morehouse Medical College visits VUU DNS   October 10, 2018 

Graduate Shadow Day at VCU’s Medical College of Virginia Campus October 11
th

 and 12th 

All interested students should sign up using this link: http://signup.com/go/TBzhrVV and contact the CUR 

at CUR@vuu.edu. 

Salus University visits VUU DNS ……October 17, 2018  

MCV Medical School Academic and Medical Symposium…….October 27, 2018 

Upcoming Conferences 

Conference for Undergraduate Women in Physics (CUWiP) January 18-20
th

 at the College of William and 

Mary  

 https://cuwip2019.wm.edu/ 

   Application due October 12
, 
2018   

 

2019 ACS (American Chemical Society) Conference https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/national-

meeting/abstract-submission.html?sc=180918_mtg_news_OR19_acsmters_od 

Application due October 29, 2018 

   Internships 

2019 ICRC Introduction to Research Careers http ://icrc.nci.nih.gov. 

Applications due November 14, 2018 

   Scholarship  

Undergraduate 

 

The Department of Defense (DoD) SMART Scholarship Program  

 visit  smartscholarship.org   

Application due December 1, 2018 

 

 DNS Community Culture Research (CCR) Scholarship visit https://www.vuu.edu/academics/schools/department-

of-natural-sciences/ccr-scholars    

 

Graduate 

 

Graduate Research Fellowship Program GFRP 2018     Application due October 22, 2018 

https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=6201&WT.mc_id=USNSF_39&WT.mc_ev=click 

Ford Foundation Pre-doctoral Application      Application due December 13, 2108 

http://sites.nationalacademies.org/cs/groups/pgasite/documents/webpage/pga_179065.pdf 

https://mail.vuu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=3ZtIagK5y8mBUudDmXdumc6qsOUF7yhbE7tuWv7DC0KTHLaeNSbWCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsignup.com%2fgo%2fTBzhrVV
https://mail.vuu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=xKz_rEyrNASqn6fIljDnMooajJhSbP-2qwfIsncLCAaTHLaeNSbWCA..&URL=mailto%3aCUR%40vuu.edu
https://mail.vuu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=O9WeDJzA-5SvHdIjP9kLGf0U0fP5Sd1RBq1A2LQxABC2Mo72NSbWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fcuwip2019.wm.edu%2f
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/national-meeting/abstract-submission.html?sc=180918_mtg_news_OR19_acsmters_od
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/national-meeting/abstract-submission.html?sc=180918_mtg_news_OR19_acsmters_od
https://mail.vuu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=meRedJTtpAuhrmMP8DpCh5rlVpDpXny4Yevb7ZUPtAi-GMUKNCbWCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2ficrc.nci.nih.gov%2f
https://mail.vuu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1rqGDRlEfu5SVIFEjOK0Fs0UO46zryiYp2JWmpryij4Fi1ELNCbWCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fpull.xmr3.com%2fp%2f17920-6F9A%2f393343988%2f04fcff1d-cc94-4650-8c25-dbfebb358af9.html
https://www.vuu.edu/academics/schools/department-of-natural-sciences/ccr-scholars
https://www.vuu.edu/academics/schools/department-of-natural-sciences/ccr-scholars
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=6201&WT.mc_id=USNSF_39&WT.mc_ev=click
http://sites.nationalacademies.org/cs/groups/pgasite/documents/webpage/pga_179065.pdf

