
 

March 30, 2020 

Panther Family,  

Today, Virginia Governor Ralph Northam issued a mandatory statewide Stay-at-Home order in 
an effort to prevent a wider spread of COVID-19, also known as the novel coronavirus.  The 
Governor’s executive order takes effect immediately and will remain in place until June 10, 
2020.  

This means:  

• Everyone in Virginia is asked to stay home except in extremely limited circumstances, 
such as:  

o to seek medical attention,   
o to care for family or household members,   
o to obtain goods and services like groceries, prescriptions, or doctor 

appointments.  

The executive order also directs all Virginia public and private colleges/universities to stop in-
person classes and instruction.  Virginia Union University has already followed this guideline.  
The order does not restrict essential employees from reporting to work so we do not expect 
interruption of services from the VUU Police, at the Library or in the dining hall. The dining hall 
hours are being changed based on student usage. Beginning tomorrow, lunch will be served 
from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm and dinner will be served from 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm.  

Here is additional information about what the order means for VUU if you work or reside on 
campus:  

• Students:   
o All instruction will be virtual through Microsoft TEAMS or the MyVUU Portal.  
o You must practice social distancing of at least 6 feet when going to the library or 

dining hall.  
o No gathering in groups on campus.  
o The student code of conduct and all policies concerning the coronavirus will be 

strictly enforced.  

• Employees:  
o The executive order does allow for essential employees of the university to 

travel to work.  The Office of Human Resources and Talent Management will 
send out a notice of essential work travel permission letter, which you will be 
required to keep on your person when traveling to and from work. 

o If your supervisor has assigned you to a flex schedule or for telework, you must 
return your agreement form to your division VP as soon as possible.   

You can read the full text of the Governor’s Executive Order Fifty-Five by clicking here.  

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-55-Temporary-Stay-at-Home-Order-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf


This executive order is in addition to the order issued last week that prohibits public gatherings 
of more than 10 people. I ask that you take these precautions seriously and follow all guidelines 
and policies sent by the university.  

With Panther Pride, 

 

Hakim J. Lucas, Ph.D. 

President & CEO  


