
Born nearly 70 years after Richmond, Virginia was named the Capital of the 
Confederacy, trailblazer L. Douglas Wilder made history by becoming the nation’s 
first African-American Governor when he was elected to Virginia’s top political 
seat in January 1990. Because of this unprecedented feat, Wilder has been credited 
with being a pioneer who bridged the racial divide in one of the nation’s highest 
elected offices. A native of Richmond, VA , Wilder received his B.S. in Chemistry 
from Virginia Union University and his law degree from Howard University’s 
School of Law before becoming a prominent lawyer. In 1969, Wilder became the 
first African-American elected to the Virginia Senate since Reconstruction. During 
his tenure, Wilder embarked on a decade-long campaign that eventually led to the 
establishment of a state holiday honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Virginia was 
the first state in the nation to have a legislative holiday for Dr. King. 
As the Commonwealth’s 66th governor, Wilder wasted little time making changes 
that would positively influence the lives of Virginia residents. He was commended 
for his sound fiscal management and balancing the state budget during difficult 
economic times. Financial World magazine ranked Virginia as the best-managed 
state in the U.S. for two consecutive years under his administration. Not only did 
Wilder take steps to increase fiscal efficiency—but also he tackled crime through 
gun-control legislation, created the second-chances program that made it easier 
for individuals to complete their high school education, and expanded low and 
moderate-income housing. 
Wilder was one of the first U.S. Governor’s to respond to apartheid in South Africa 
by ordering all state agencies and universities to retract any investments made 
to South Africa. In addition, he helped to diversify state government by ensuring 
more women and minorities found seats of influence that formerly had been 
reserved for others. 
Wilder would make political history again by becoming Richmond’s first popularly 
elected Mayor in 2005. During his term, Richmond made remarkable progress in 
its fight against crime, having its lowest rate in 27 years, as well as noteworthy 
progress in downtown economic development and neighborhood revitalization. 

When area public schools were forced to close their physical doors due to the 
onset of COVID-19, Reverend Dr. Patricia Gould-Champ started planning to open 
the doors of Faith Community Baptist Church (FCBC) as a means of ensuring 
underserved students stayed connected to the classroom. 
Through Dr. Gould-Champ’s leadership and the committed dedication of its 
members, FCBC has long served the communities of Fairfield, Whitcomb 
and Creighton Court as well as the greater East End community in the City of 
Richmond not only through spiritual fortification, but also through several 
community outreach programs. So when area families voiced concerns about 
the continued education of their children, Dr. Gould-Champ knew they had to 
do something. 
Her philosophy was that the education of the City’s students wasn’t just the 
responsibility of teachers and parents, but of the entire community. In September 
2020, she led the church in establishing Project Stay Connected/Stay on Point 
to assist in the education of students most at risk of falling through the cracks 
during the transition to virtual learning. The church utilized its own funds to get 
started and asked for volunteers to serve as learning, recreation and sanitation 
aides to assist students who lacked access to technology and academic support. 
Soon, others in the community discovered the work of Gould-Champ and FCBC 
and began to help with funds to support much needed PPE supplies. And by late 
October, the FCBC received funds from the City of Richmond through the CARES 
Childcare Grant. As a result, the church was able to grow its capacity from 15 
kindergarten through grade 5 students to serving over 30.

Virginia Union University (VUU) is excited to present the honorees of the 43rd Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Beloved Community and MLK Legacy Awards in the 
areas of Health, Education, Economic Justice and Legislation. 

These individuals and organizations embody the spirit of Dr. King’s legacy and work tirelessly to realize his dreams of racial, social and economic equity. We honor their 
individual and collective sacrifice, and salute their vision, tenacity and commitment to Dr. King’s “beloved community.”

Beloved Community and Legacy Awardees

Governor L. Douglas Wilder
Martin Luther King, Jr. Legacy Award

“The time is always right to do what is right.”

Reverend Dr. Patricia Gould-Champ and the Faith Baptist Community Church 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Beloved Community Award, Faith & Education

“Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole staircase.”
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In Unity There Is Strength, In Strength There is Power, In Power There is Change… 
that’s the guiding mantra of Sisters Network Central Virginia (SNCV) that drives 
the group’s laser-like focus in addressing health disparities in the Richmond-Metro 
region. Founded in 2007 as one of the 20 Sisters Network Inc. chapters nationwide, 
SNCV is a breast cancer survivorship organization comprised of breast cancer 
survivors and volunteers who are dedicated to spreading awareness about the 
devastating impact of breast cancer in the African-American community. Black 
women are 42% more likely to die of breast cancer than White women. Black 
women under the age of 35 get breast cancer at twice the rate of White women 
and die at three times the rate of their White counterparts. 

In addition to providing Breast Cancer survivors with a supportive environment 
and pathways to medical, fiscal and emotional resources, SNCV promotes the 
importance of support, breast health education and advocacy through health 
fairs, community forums, educational seminars and several other community 
outreach initiatives.  The group is known for its annual Gift For Life Block Walk 
/Health Fair, where they canvass underserved communities to distribute breast 
health information. And every month, members participate in the Pink Ribbon 
Awareness Initiatives, where they go to faith-based organizations and churches 
to spread information about breast cancer and early detection.

Children’s Hospital of The King’s Daughters Health System (CHKD) opened its 
doors in 1961 with the promise to help every child who needs its services. That 
solemn pledge is still at the heart of all the organization does. With generous 
community support, CHKD is able to help subsidize needed pediatric services 
that no one else in the region offers. The health system advances general 
and professional understanding of children’s health, as well as collaborates 
with others to create a safer, healthier, and more equitable future for all. CHKD 
often provides many important clinical services to the community for free or at 
reduced rates.

These vital services include, but are not limited to, its child abuse program, which 
works to protect innocent victims of abuse and neglect; General Academic 
Pediatrics, which devotes more than 70 percent of its care to children covered 
by Medicaid; its childhood cancer program, which surrounds young oncology 
patients with support, resources, and care; and its pediatric transport program, 
which includes four specially equipped mobile intensive care units. 

Often touted as “more than a hospital”, CHKD engages in a variety of community 
outreach initiatives to support the development of healthy and happy families. 
Efforts range from conducting classes, webinars for families and community 
members to connecting families to Legal Education and Advocacy in Pediatrics 
(LEAP) support to hosting educational tours and workshops for school-aged 
children to supporting fathers and father figures through the innovative Dads 
In Action program. Children’s Hospital is planning to open the doors to a multi- 
million dollar facility in 2022 to address the mental health crisis impacting the 
region’s youth. The facility will provide both inpatient and outpatient care for 
children with a wide range of mental health conditions.

Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Beloved Community Award, Health Equity

“If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t walk then crawl, 
but whatever you do you have to keep moving forward.”

Sisters Network Central Virginia
Martin Luther King, Jr. Beloved Community Award, Health Equity

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is,  
‘What are you doing for others?”
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Since 1978, the Virginia Poverty Law Center (VPLC) has been a stalwart advocate 
for traditionally under-represented communities in Virginia. Through advocacy, 
education and litigation, the VPLC is dedicated to breaking down systemic barriers 
that keep low-income Virginians in the cycle of poverty. The organization works on 
behalf of those in need of financial stability and legal aide, and is widely known for 
addressing issues such as domestic and sexual violence, elder rights, and equity in 
the areas of health, housing and consumer rights. The VPLC is the only statewide 
organization that provides training to local legal aid program staff, private attorneys 
and others relating exclusively to the legal rights of low-income Virginians. Recently, 
the VPLC has been at the forefront of addressing Virginia’s dismal eviction rate—
one of the highest in the country. Through their advocacy efforts and free legal 
counsel, they have been able to reverse, change and in some cases, eradicate 
decades-old laws that created and advanced housing disparities—especially 
among people of color.  

During the 2020 legislative session, the VPLC advocated to cap late fees on 
rent, create processes to erase dismissed eviction cases from  tenants’ records, 
protect renters from discrimination, improve the legal conditions and legal rights 
of manufactured home park residents, and allow renters to fix health and safety 
concerns in their homes without incurring additional fiscal burdens.

Amid COVID-19 and social unrest, this year has been one of remarkable progress for 
the issues that Delegate Delores McQuinn cares deeply about. A staunch advocate 
for racial and social justice, the 70th district state representative introduced and was 
one of the leading champions of the recently passed HB1537 bill, which changed a 
decades-old state law that protected Confederate monuments by allowing local 
governments the freedom to decide how to deal with them. She introduced one 
of several bills that created the Virginia Food Access Investment Fund designed to 
provide resources to fund farmers’ markets, mobile markets, grocery stores, co-
ops, and small supermarkets in the communities that need them the most. She 
sponsored the “CROWN Act” legislation which prohibits discrimination based on hair 
types and hair styles. And, she joined with Governor Ralph Northam to support the 
Historic Justice agenda, which led to, among other things, a $25 million investment 
to help transform and preserve historical sites, including the Lumpkin’s Jail site and 
Richmond Slave Trail—two projects McQuinn has supported for decades.  

McQuinn’s recent successes reflect an early awareness of the power of policy. She 
became involved in politics at the age of 14 when she helped in the door-to-door 
canvassing efforts of a local election.  In 1992, she decided to test the political waters 
as a candidate for the Richmond Public School Board and has been able to use her 
political influence not only while serving on the Richmond School Board, but also 
during her 10-year stretch on Richmond’s City Council to enhance underrepresented 
communities in the Richmond region. 

McQuinn has been a member of the Virginia General Assembly since 2009 and 
has worked diligently to bring equity to the forefront. In recent years, McQuinn 
introduced and championed the passage of several pieces of legislation that 
tackled racial inequality, including the creation of a commission to study slavery 
and its long-term impact on African-Americans, funding for the preservation and 
maintenance of historic black cemeteries and graves, and the development of a 
register of historical sites significant to the history, presence and contributions of 
formerly enslaved African-Americans in Virginia.

Delegate Delores McQuinn
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“I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day 
for their bodies, education and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality, and 

freedom for their spirits.”

Virginia Poverty Law Center
Martin Luther King, Jr. Beloved Community Award, Economic Justice

“No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until justice rolls 
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.”


