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 As a first semester freshman, Virginia Union University’s Honors Program has done 

wonders for me. Not only have I been given the opportunity to further my studies through taking 

more rigorous courses, but I have also been introduced to a body of young scholars that have 

bright minds and a desire to benefit themselves, and others, through their participation in the 

program. Honestly, I cannot speak much as to my experience with the program, as I have 

participated in very few activities, but from what I have seen, the VUU Honors Program 

emphasizes the tenants of scholarship and leadership. As a member, I am required to take certain 

Honors courses, mainly pertaining to English and Mathematics, which have allowed me to 

strengthen myself academically. Also, I am able to serve as a light for the campus community in 

regards to modeling what it truly means to be a young scholar, who can still have fun. This is 

what the Honors Program is all about: serving as a model for how to balance excelling in 

academics with being a leader in this current generation. 

 As a member of the Honors Program, I have been blessed to be able to participate in a 

variety of programs that are designed both to better the young scholars in the program and the 

campus as a whole. One of these events was the: “Effective Classroom Participation” program 

hosted by the Honors Program through the Center for Student Success here on campus. Though I 

did not personally participate in hosting the program, that was the duty of the members in the 

program who were juniors, I still learned quite a lot. By attending the presentation, which was a 

requirement of all young scholars in the Honors Program, I gained many skills that I can use in 

order to increase my participation in class. Even though the program was geared towards those 



who maybe didn’t participate in class, I still found quite a lot of good material in the program 

that I can apply to my academic life here on campus. 

 The other thing that the Virginia Union University Honors Program has done for me is to 

introduce me to the world of leadership, and positive representation of a student body, here on 

campus. Recently, I volunteered at the Lucile M. Brown Community Youth Bowl. While there, I 

spoke to a variety of students, ranging from Elementary to high school, about who I was and 

what college life had been like for me. Now, me being me, somehow every time I spoke, it was 

more of a motivational speech on implementing compassion in academic environment. Needless 

to say, all the groups that I spoke to loved the presentation. Each time I was introduced, I was 

welcomed as a member of the VUU Honors Program, and when I was finished, Dr. Brown made 

sure to reference the fact that there were quite a few future young scholars in the room. Even 

though this experience did not directly involve the Honors Program, I was able to represent this 

wonderful student organization and serve as a light for leadership and academic excellence. 

 All in all, though it has been a brief experience so far, I have been able to receive a taste 

of what the Honors Program has to offer both me and the student body as well. I must say it is a 

very good taste, and it is a good feeling knowing that I am a part of such a wonderful student 

organization. The Virginia Union University Honors Program truly embodies what it means to be 

a young scholar in our world today, through promoting academic excellence and leadership. I 

look forward to all that we will do in the future, and I encourage all students to follow in the 

footsteps of the Honors Program, even if they are not a member as of yet. Be a leader on campus 

and always strive for academic excellence.  

  



 


