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General Information 
 
The Virginia Union University Center for Undergraduate Research (CUR) sponsors two undergraduate 
student symposia to cultivate student engagement in research and creative inquiry. In the fall, Panther 
Pipelines: Discovery Day is an opportunity for students to propose a project that they plan to pursue 
during the academic year. In the spring, the Research and Creative Inquiry Expo is the CUR’s 
culminating activity to highlight all undergraduate students’ efforts.  During each symposium students 
compete for presentation awards which they are encouraged to use towards their research endeavors.  
 
Students who are featured in the campus-wide symposia represent all four undergraduate academic 
schools, and the degree programs therein. The projects may be classroom-inspired, or serve to 
augment the traditional classroom experience. It is the CUR’s expectation that all participating students 
develop research and critical thinking skills, thereby increasing their competitiveness for 
graduate/professional school and/or the workforce.  
 

Judging Guidelines 
 
Your primary role as a CUR symposium judge is to provide an inviting atmosphere for undergraduate 
students and encourage each student to remain engaged in research and creative inquiry. Secondarily, 
we appreciate your providing constructive feedback to student presenters. The purpose of the judging 
services is for students to: 

• Discuss their research projects in a professional setting; 

• Obtain useful and actionable feedback regarding the project content and/or presentation 
skills; 

• Establish an institutional benchmark for excellence in research and creative inquiry; and 

• Compete for monetary awards. 
 
Judging Assignments: You will be assigned up to 3 to 4 presentations to judge each session. Efforts will 
be made to assign you to student presentations that align with your professional expertise. Judging 
assignments will be emailed to you, and hard copies will be available for pick up at least 30 minutes 
prior to the start of the session. Note: If your plans change and you can no longer serve as a judge, 
please let the CUR staff know immediately to ensure all presenters are assigned at least 3 judges. The 
CUR depends on the reliability of individuals volunteering to judge and we appreciate your support. 
  

 Poster Presentations: Each poster will be assigned a poster board number displayed on the top 
left corner. The poster numbers will correlate directly to the poster ID numbers as indicated in 
the judging assignment. Each judge can expect to receive a map of the poster exhibition room 
to demonstrate the location of all posters. All judges should apply a sticker to each poster after 
they have reviewed the student’s presentation. Each poster shall be judged 3 at least times 
during the allotted two hour period. 

 
 Oral Presentations: The oral presentation session is only offered during the spring, Research 

and Creative Inquiry Expo. Students will give a 10 minute oral presentation, with NO time for 
question and answers between presenters. The Q/A session will commence immediately 
following all student presentations. Oral presentation judges are encouraged conduct a brief 
feedback session with student presenters immediately after the oral session. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

As you engage students giving presentations, we ask that you follow the guidelines below: 

• Preview all judging assignments on line at www.curvuu.com (a password will be emailed to you 
directly); 

• Review the judging criterion in advance of symposia; 

• Each of the poster sessions are scheduled for 2 hours. As such, you will have the full session 
period to complete your judging assignments. If you are running late, please notify each presenter 
to remain at their poster until you can finalize the evaluation; 

• Dismiss any potential distractions to include cell phones and additional guests; 

• Introduce yourself as a judge; 

• Limit time with each presenter to 10-15 minutes. This will ensure that all presenters are evaluated 
by other judges during the allotted session time; 

• Only ONE student can present; the student who is listed on the judging form. If a student is 
absent from the presentation, but has identified a replacement to give the presentation, do not 
judge; 

• Faculty advisors and project mentors are NOT allowed to coach or participate in the students’ 
presentations; 

• If a student is not at their poster when you approach the area, please proceed to other presenters. 
By volunteering, you agree to remain available until the end of the poster session. If the student 
does not present their poster, please indicate this on the judging form; 

• Provide ONLY POSITIVE encouraging, helpful and actionable feedback to each presenter;  

• Never provide the student presenters with their score or your predictions as it relates to their 
performance or likelihood of being recognized with a presenters award; and 

• Moral judgements or personal opinions about the nature of the project should not be discussed with 
student presenters.  

 
Conflict of Interest: If you are assigned to a student presentation and believe that you are unable to 
provide an unbiased assessment of their skills and abilities, please notify the CUR administrative staff 
at your earliest convenience. If given enough warning, the CUR staff will make every effort to re-assign 
the poster to another person. 
 
Scoring: All judges must submit presentation scores to the CUR staff following the presentation 
session. Each rubric should be legible and complete for all evaluation categories.  
 

Explanation of Judging Rubric and Form 
 

Review Criteria: All oral and poster presentations will be evaluated using common criteria to include: 

• Developing a research question or objective; 

• Utilizing methods 

• Analyzing and interpreting results 

• Presenting a discussion and conclusion 

• Presenting project orally (via poster) and responding to questions 
 
These criteria have been arranged in a rubric to include descriptions for student success. The CUR 
expects that the rubrics will ensure that students’ projects will be evaluated objectively. Each criteria 
can be assessed with performance indicators (1-5) to be assigned as a score. Students’ work should be 
evaluated progressively from 1 as a baseline for student effort. Only if the student fulfills the 
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corresponding description shall they be considered for a higher score. For example, if a judge believes 
that a student has addressed the criteria sufficiently for indicator 1, then they should proceed to 2. If the 
student sufficiently addresses the indicators for 1, 2, 3, 4, but not 5, the student should be given a score 
of 4 for that section (no decimals or fractions). 
 
The total score for each student shall be the sum of the individual scores for each review 
criteria. The minimum possible score is 6, and the maximum is 30. 


