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What is an abstract? 

Information Abstract 

• Purpose is to communicate the 

highlights of a research project 

o Purpose, Method(s), Results 

(preliminary/predicted), and 

Conclusions 

• Brief (~250 words, but can be 

longer only if necessary) 

Descriptive Abstract 

• Purpose is to convey the 

approach of the creative 

inquiry project 

o Rationale, Methods, and 

Outcomes 

• Brief, but introduces the 

reader to a new 

topic/approach 



Qualities of a GOOD 

Abstract 
• One concise and coherent paragraph 

• Uses an introduction-body-conclusion structure in 

which the parts of the report are discussed in order: 

purpose, results, and conclusions 

• Maintains flow of thought 

• Adds no new information but simply summarizes the 

report 

• Can be understood by a broad audience 



Steps for Writing an Abstract 

1. Consider the overall purpose of your project and write the objective, and what you 

hope to learn as a result of this work. 

A. Write one sentence for the following questions: 

a. Why is this project important?  

b. What do you hope to learn as a result of completing this project? 

2. Outline the process by which one would engage in such a project. 

A. Write the procedure/methods necessary to complete your project. (This may be 

1-3 sentences). 

3. After one completes the stated methods, what is the outcome? 

A. Write the results that you have obtained, or those that you predict. (This will be 

the same number of sentences as your methods section). 



What else should you 

include/delete? 

• Does any terms need to be defined? 

• Is there previous information on the topic available 

to help understand your new approach? 

• Have you elaborated too much, utilizing technical 

terms? (Again, all potential readers should 

understand your topics) 



Steps for Writing an Abstract 

1. Consider the overall purpose of your project and write the objective, and what you open to 

learn as a result of this work. 

A. Write one sentence for the following questions? 

a. Why is this project important? (FIRST SENTENCE) 

b. What do you hope to learn as a result of completing this project? (LAST SENTENCE) 

2. Outline the process by which one would engage in such a project. 

A. Write the procedure/methods necessary to complete your project. (this may be 1-3 

sentences) - AFTER the first sentence(s) 

3. After one completes the stated methods, what is the outcome? 

A. Write the results that you have obtained, or those that you predict. (this will be the same 

number of sentences as your methods section) AFTER the method sentence(s) 



Draft Abstract 

• This topic is very important because. While 

information is known, there is an area that is 

understudied. Utilizing various approaches, this 

study aims to address the following concern. We 

anticipated that or observed that these results 

occur. By engaging in this project, one may be able 

to extend their understanding of this topic.  



EDIT! 

• Make sure that the content is organized… 

• Drop unnecessary information (save that for the 

poster) 

• Eliminate wordiness (Can you say the same thing in 

a different way - with less words) 

• Correct all spelling, grammar, and punctuation 

errors. 



You are almost there! 

• Have your project mentor review your near 

complete draft 

• Incorporate their advice, but make sure that you 

understand why they made the recommended 

changes 

• With their support, submit the final application to the 

CUR (CUR@vuu.edu)  

mailto:CUR@vuu.edu


Now, your abstract is 

complete… 

• Use this as a guide to help complete the poster! 



Insert your name and those of your collaborators 
University/Program Affiliation 

Acknowledgements 

 
•List the individuals who assisted you throughout the research process.   

•This can be your research mentor(s), funders, etc.  (40 words max) 

•Please use this bulleted list format. 

Contact Information 

 
Your name (First and Last Name) 

Virginia Union University 

E-mail:  

 

Principle Investigator’s name:  

•If you, the student, are the PI for the project do not list your phone number. 

PI Phone Number: 

PI Office Location: 

Insert Project Title 

Insert only the citations mentioned on this poster.  
 

List the references in this section in the order they appear.  
 

Each reference shall be cited by number using a consistent in-

text citation format. 

References 

Your introduction should briefly address the following: 
 
• What is your research question? 
• What are other scholars saying about your topic?  
• How do you fit into this conversation? What makes your 

study significant? 

 

Avoid using a significant amount of detail in this section.  In 

other words, avoid lengthy definitions and descriptions.  The 

goal is to quickly engage the reader and leave them wanting 

more information. (200 words max) 
 

Use Arial or Times New Roman font, size 36 or larger in all 

text boxes. 

Introduction 
Here you should display and discuss your findings. This section can include pictures, 

charts/graphs, or text (using bullet points). Use whatever it takes to properly present your results. 
 

It may be helpful to organize data to provide a story for the audience. If you provide diagrams, 

always include a brief description to highlight the major point.  The boxes below can be adjusted or 

deleted to meet your needs. 

Results and Discussion 

The conclusion should summarize your findings and address 

the following:  
 
• Did your findings support or refute your hypothesis?  
• Why are your findings important?  
• How are your findings relevant to work already published on 

this topic?  
• What are your next steps? 

 
Remember, avoid a significant amount of detail and lengthy 

descriptions. (200 words max) 
 

Once complete, please edit (at least twice) all of the poster 

content. ALL printing is FINAL, therefore, we ask that you 

take your time editing prior to the final submission. 

Conclusions 
In your methods section briefly discuss how you answered your research question: 
 
• For individuals in the STEM disciplines, discuss the techniques, equipment and procedures you 

used.   
• For students in the humanities and social sciences, discuss your methodology (theories, data 

collection techniques, etc.). 
 

Again, avoid using a significant amount of detail in this section.  You want to provide a general 

understanding of the methods used and how they were conducted. This includes sample size and 

description, replicates, etc. (200 words max) 
 
Feel free to add pictures and flow charts if this helps get your point across. 

Methods 
Your introduction should briefly summarize you research or 

creative inquiry project (250 words max). 

 

Use Arial or Times New Roman font, size 36 or larger in all 

text boxes. 

Abstract 
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